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Dear Josh :a, 

Ar; yo! can imagine, I have been giving a ?ood deal 
of i-ho ;ght to the s:Aggestion that I mi ght be a candidate for The 
position at Stanford. The o I-tcome of l-h is sou I -searching seems 
to me to be unambiguous: it wolld be very cjnwise to submit my 
name for consideration. This wp.! Id prove awkward--I  am lnwi I I ing 
to try to cope with the diverse heavy responsibilities involved 
since I fee I sllre tha-t the effort entai led wo; Id fr lstrate my 
main aim, which is to continile an active laboratory existence. 
It is hard for me to take soch a firm negative stand in the face 
of the obvio!ls great attractiveness of the Stanford environment-- 
personally becalise of my many friends there, and, impers6nally, 
beca:lse of its present uniquely outstanding intel lect !a1 cl imate. 
B1.i-t in spite of -these very grea-t temptations to throw my hat into 
the ring, it woJld be dishonest or inrealistic on my part 8s 
(or both) to enco!.jrage f:..lrther consideration of the matter. 

I need hard ly te I I YOIJ that I am deep I y  gratef I 
and immeas!Jrably flattered by yollr having raised the question 
inthe first place. 

With warmest regards, and looking forward to seeing 
yo:; in January, I am 

Sincerely, 

A Jl&iCtt- 

Herman E i sen 


